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Deputy director-general of Sharjah Municipality

Riyadh Aylan: we seek optimal use
of resources to provide best quality

In an interview with al-Madeena al-
Basima, Riyadh Aylan, the deputy di-
rector-general of Sharjah municipality,
talked about the pivotal role of the mu-
nicipality in providing a wide range of
services. He stressed the keenness of
Sharjah municipality on seeking opti-
mal use of all of its resources to make
its services and utilities more effective

of service

in serving the community, and to con-
tinue its support and assistance to other
government bodies and departments in
the emirate of Sharjah.

Aylan pointed out that the municipal-
ity worked on developing its adminis-
trative structure and embracing state-
of-the-art technologies to be able to

provide the best service quality to the
population. It has many centres, which
spread across the emirate and provide
easy-to-reach and high-quality services
to the public.

"We have communicated and coor-
dinated with some government and
private bodies to provide our services

through their facilities," he revealed.

According to Aylan, the municipality is
one of the first civic bodies to depend
on advanced technologies. It has con-
ducted a great expansion to its online
services.There are more and more on-
line services in the near future.

He noted that the municipality has re-
sorted to the privatization of some of
its services such as the public cleanli-
ness services which Bee'ah the Sharjah
Environment Company has taken the
charge over, in cooperation with the
municipality, in order to provide a high
quality service to the public and pre-
serve the smiling face of Sharjah city.

Aylan called on the public to shoulder
their social responsibility and cooper-
ate with the municipality to preserve
the civilized image of the city.

"It has become necessary to raise
awareness of citizens and residents
about the importance of cleanliness
and protection of the environment, and
educate them about the negative im-
pact of unlawful acts such as graffiti or
placing advertising posters on walls,"
said Riyadh Aylan, pointing out that
the municipality cannot work alone
without the assistance of the public.

He called on the public to contact the
municipality on the hotline 993 and re-
port any violations that may distort the
aesthetic appearance of the city. "The
hotline is not only for reporting com-
plaints, but also for giving suggestions,
enquires or asking for services," Aylan
emphasised.

Sharjah municipality, he said, is coop-
erating with other governmental bod-
ies, to crack down on illegal labourers
and residents through extensive inspec-
tion campaigns.

The municipality is looking forward to
achieving the highest level of job satis-
faction through application of the best
and latest administrative methods in
order to render the municipality more
attractive for citizens, the deputy direc-
tor-general said.

He said “ the percentage of Emiratisa-
tion in Sharjah municipality is one of
the highest in all of the governmental
departments in the UAE,if we excluded
the category of labourers who work in
the horticulture and other high labour-
demanding departments”.

According to Aylan, 80 per cent of the
Sharjah drainage network, which will
cover all of Sharjah,has been complet-
ed.

Sharjah municipality
diversifies its
service outlets with
more private and
government offices
included

Using latest
technologies
and improving
administrative system
are among priorities
of the municipality
to remain in
the forefront of
government services

Sharjah municipality cracks down on
cars, which are left in public park-
ing areas for long periods.It responds
fast towards any complaints received
against other violating vehicles, which
distort the general image of the city.

The municipality works on develop-
ing the markets sector in the emirate.It
renovates the old souks and trade areas
and sets up new markets such as the
new fish market with the aim to keep

up with the architecture and urban de-
velopment of Sharjah and the UAE as
a whole.

Sharjah is distinguished with unique
markets that have distinctive designs
and spread across the emirate. They are
among the tourist attractions and archi-
tectural landmarks of the city.

Sharjah municipality conducts field
survey operations for all areas of Shar-
jah emirate to crack down on any un-
inhabited homes and  take necessary
actions against them in order to pre-
vent these homes from being shelters
for illegal labourers.

Riyadh Aylan highlighted the role of
Sharjah municipality in the beauti-
fication and landscaping in Sharjah.
"The city of Sharjah has turned to be
a model to follow in this field (beauti-
fication) as the public parks spread in
every part of the city. They reached 54
parks in addition to three more are un-
der construction," he noted, adding that
this was achieved in implementation of
the directives of HH Sheikh Sultan Bin
Mohammed Al Qasimi, member of the
supreme council and ruler of Sharjah to
increase the number of parks and gar-
dens in Sharjah and give the population
of each area a place to gather and enjoy
their time in.

Riyadh Aylan revealed that Sharjah
municipality was preparing itself for
the new rainy season by taking a num-
ber of measures, which would prevent
the accumulation of rainwater. The
works to completethe rainwater drain-
age networks is going on in different
parts of the city.

The deputy director-general of Sharjah
municipality pointed out that the mu-
nicipality has a professional team that
can face any crisis and has the ability to
respond quickly to any circumstances,
in cooperation and coordination with
concerned bodies, to render the best
quality of service and encounter any
problem at any time.
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Sharjah Municipality highlights the hazardous effects of plastics on public

health and environment
Awareness campaign launched with lectures, forums, visits to
factories, shops, and many other activities

Sharjah municipality announced the launch of a major cam-
paign to raise awareness of citizens and residents about the
hazardous effects of plastics on environment, human health
and life, with focus on the non-biodegradable plastic bags.

"The campaign will last for an entire month. It will include
a number of lectures and forums at schools, universities, shop-
ping centres and other public places

on the rise.

Plastics are used for packing of goods and products including
foodstuff, toys, household tools and utensils. The plastics bags
become eventually wastes of high danger and cause environ-
ment pollution and even death to a large number of livestock,
marine and terrestrial mammals.

Al Suwaidi warned that the plastics

to raise awareness about the harmful Al Swaidi: the campaign that are manufactured and produced

effects of plastics on human health
and environment, and the diseases

comes within the

with no compliance with the standards
and provisions set be the concerned

that can result from," said Nada munlClpahty Stl‘ategy t0  authorities cause hazardous and harm-
Saeed Al Suwaidi, head of Public Re- take necessary measures ful effects, especially as we know that

for protecting public
health and safety

lations and Media section at Sharjah
municipality.

She added that the campaign in-
cluded distribution of awareness bro-
chures to individuals and shops, and
media campaigns through various
mass media. “The campaign is part
of a number of decisions taken by
Sharjah municipality to curb the use
of non-biodegradable plastics, and
comes within the framework of the
municipality strategy to take all mea-
sures that will safeguard public health sr. pdiniuly
and safety,” emphasized Al Suwaidi. 255 Jlaa bl ALLEN

She revealed that the director-gen-
eral of Sharjah municipality eng.
Sultan Abdulla al Mualla has taken
an administrative decision during the
past few days banning the use or cir-
culation of non-biodegradable plastics
in Sharjah. This decision goes in line
with the keenness of Sharjah munici-

the plastic bags and packages are now
widely used in shops and supermarkets.
The lack of awareness about their haz-
ards on health and environment among
traders and consumers is also another
factor leading to their continuous nega-
tive effects.

Plastics pose high danger on hu-
man health, especially plastic bags and
packages that are used to contain foods
whether hot or cold, as plastics can in-
teract with the hot, acidic foods produc-

PNl e alal ing hazardous chemical compounds.
ASGud pulSY Improper disposal of plastic wastes
A \ using traditional methods such as incin-
! eration or landfill causes the emission
of gases and toxic materials as diox-
ins, which has direct impact on human
health.
The health risks of plastics differ
according to the kind of plastic mate-
rialused.The most hazardous plastics

pality to protect the public health and
environment, and harmonizes with
the latest decision of the minister of
environment and water that bans the use of non-biodegradable
plastics in the country.

The hazards of non-biodegradable plastics come from its
chemical formation of hydrogen, carbon, oxygen, nitrogen and
chlorine, making such materials able to persist in soil for hun-
dreds of years without breaking down. These materials pose a
real danger on human and animal health, terrestrial and aquatic
environments.

The production of plastic bags in theUAE reached 1.75 bil-
lion annually, out of which 75% is consumed locally. This con-
firms the statement that the consummation rates of plastics are

2011-12 éowldl &yaall

are the chloride, PVC and Polyvinyl.
These kinds of plastics can cause sev-
eral health problems including cancers,
damages to the reproductive system and hormonal disruption.

PVC is used in different industries such as furniture, toys,
household utensils, appliances, cars, building materials, and
many other industries. This vast amount of products turn even-
tually to be non-biodegradable materials which remain in soil
for long and produce toxic materials and emissions that find
its way to water, air and food. That is why it is rarely to find a
body free of such toxic materials. Here comes the importance
of the awareness campaign to reach all citizens and residents of
the emirate for the protection of public health.

Sharjah Municipality launches its page on
Facebook, twitter and Google plus

Al-Mualla: SM knows well how
important is the social networks
in communication and interaction |
with public e

L& 5 [

In an initiative to build more "We launched our pages on facebook

bridges with the public and adopt Facebook, twitter and Google
easier and direct means of commu- plus to communicate and inter-
nication, Sharjah Municipality (SM) act directly with the community
has launched its page on Facebook, members, provide information
twitter and Google plus. about the municipality activities
This approach to social medianet- and projects, and answer any in-
works comes within the municipal- quiries we receive via these pag-
ity strategy to bring itself closer to es," al Mualla explained.
the community members and ben- He emphasised that the pages
eficiaries of its services, and con- would be updated on daily basis
firm its keenness to keep up with with the latest news about the
the fast pace of modern technology, municipality and its services.
and make a maximum use of it to The pages of SM on the internet
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meet the needs and expectations of has received since the first day of Q= lq )
its audience. foundation a number of messages o T
"The decision to make Sharjah and enquiries. It has managed e o g |
municipality available for the pub- in short time to create an atmo- W PR R = T :
lic on social media networks such sphere of communication and in- @ Mo A =" r 5
as Facebook, twitter and Google teraction with a large number of @ T s st (GRS R ~
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meet the requirements of the twen-  visit the pages to share informa-
ty-first century, and to diversify the tion and submit enquiries.
means of communication with our Giving great attention to the
audience," said Eng. Sultan Abdulla inquiries it receives via its pages
Al Mualla, director-general of Shar- on social media networks, and up-
jah Municipality. dating data and news on the pages
He added, the internet, in the re- continuously, the municipality has
cent years, has become part and managed to save a lot of time and
parcel of our life, especially after efforts for its customers,as they can
more and more activities of our dai- access and have all kinds of support
ly life have involved in the social and information they may need.
media networks. The municipality They can also visit those pages to
is well aware of the importance of get some news about the activities
such networks in people's life, and and events, which the municipality
it was keen to be a part of them. organises all over the year.




UAE federation, a model of unity and

The celebrations marking the 40th national day of thé GAE ai'e‘ on ful

swing in an unprecedented way. They reflect the prosperity and progress .

experienced by the state during the last 40 years, thanks to visionary leaders
of the country.

This federation of the UAE has succeeded to shorten time and achieve
what others have made in ages. Overcoming all obstacles that stood in its
way, the UAE has positioned itself in a prominent place on bar with other
developed nations. It has made a maximum use of its wealth and powers
for the prosperity and wellbeing of the nation and citizens.

The national day's celebrations this year are coming in a different style
with several activities to go in pace with the wide progress and renaissance
the country has achieved and the generosity it shows in every part of the
world. The UAE has achieved success in all fields and become an icon of
progress and development. This turned the country as a beacon that guides
others to the right way and a model for them to follow. This progress and
this development were not to be achieved without the strong determination
of our wise leadership, and the unity and solidarity among the sons and
daughters of this great nation who made the federation of the UAE a unique
model of unity, integrity and development.

While we are celebrating this patriotic and precious occasion, we are
recalling and paying tribute to the far-sighted and great founder of our
nation, the late Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan, and his honorable
brothers who devoted their lives to the nation and people.

On this occasion, I’'m pleased to extend my greetings and best wishes
to the president H.H. Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan; HH Sheikh
Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, vice president and prime minister of
the UAE; H.H. Dr. Sheikh Sultan Bin Mohammed Al Qasimi, member of
the supreme council and ruler of Sharjah; their highness supreme council
members and rulers of the emirates; crown princes and deputy rulers and
the people of the United Arab Emirates.] wish them all further progress
and success, and I pray God to protect them to continue their journey of
giving and keep the UAE a great nation forever.

Eng. Sultan Al Mualla
Director General of Sharjah Municipality
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